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CAISTOR “CAMP” T0 BE EXCAVATED.
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been twin temples.
Txperts agree in rib

sites for excavation in Britain,

We are able to announce this morning that excavations are aboub to take
place in the Roman ‘‘ Camp ™ at Caistor-nest-Norwich. The work has heen
arranged by a committee appointed by the Norfolk and Norwich Archao-
Mr. Donald Atkinson, M.A., who has conducted similar
undertakings at Wroxeter and elsewhere, has been appointed hon. excavator,

The site ai Caistor is helieved to have heen the tribal centre of the Iceni,
ome of a dozen Roman towns from which the civilian government of Britain
was administered. A remarkable air photograph taken by {he R.AF, last

year revealed the outlines of the streets and buildings, and it is proposed to
] which contains the remains of what are thought to have

describing Caistor as being one of the most favourable
It is hoped that the work, the importance of
which is stressed in an article by Mr. Ian C, Hannah on amother page, will
throw valuable light on some obscure periods of history. An appeal 1z made
to ihe public for funds to enable the undertaking to go forward.

VENTA ICENORUM.

CAISTOR’S IMPORTANCE IN
ROMAN BRITAIN.

THE TOWN THAT NORWICH
SUPERSEDED.

It is wather unfortunato that Novwich
| people always rofer to the site at Caistor as
the Roman *“ Camnp.” * Camp” is a mis-
leading word to apply fo a town which was
probably a commercial and administrative
centro during the whole peried of the Roman
occupation, Folk memory is on safer ground
in the old saying -
Caistor was a eity when Norwich was none.

from the fact that Caistor was almost cer-
tainly the Venta Icenovum of the Ninth Iter
of Antoninus (cirea 320 A.n.), the ital
from which the state or canton of the Iceni
was administered and the seat of an impor-
tant emporium. Ptolemy, indeed, mentions
Venta Icenorum as being the one notuble
town of the leeni.

That the lay-out of Caistor at one time
oceupied a larger arvea than the 35 acres
enclosed by the walls the air photograph
| to demonstrate beyond all dombt.
From this it is deduced that the walls, which
lare of late work, were hurriedly built for
\ protection towwrds the close of the ocoupation.
|~ The meaning of the word Venta has aroused
imuch discussion. Canon H. J. Dukinfield
| Astley, who has devoted considerable study
| tn the Antonine Ifinerary, holds the opinion
that it is a Jow-Latin word connected with
vendere, 1o sell, and “ that it betokened the
importance of the three places fo which if
was attached in Britain as *markets’ and
centres of commercial activity.” The three
gms were Venta Belgarum (Winchester),

enta Bilwrnm (Caerwent) and our Veuta
Teenovrum. Canon Astley confinues :—

What Nerwich is to-day, that Caisfor was

in Roman times, and as we seo the husy erowd
thronging the Norwich streets on a Suturday
W can o the deserted camp and fields
of istor with the crowd of country folk
bhringing their wares, and the merchants from
the South buying and selling, intermingled
with the legionaries of the garvison, and pic-
ture to ourselves something of the varied
soenes and bustling life of g\-’a.mln leenornom
in those far-off days.

The likelihood that Caistor was a commercial

Roman terdency to develop natural resources.
Ex of wheat and cloth were abundant,
Britain in the days of the Emperor Julian
even coming to the aid of the Rhenish lands
by sending them corn which needed no less
than 600 vessels for its transportation,

A STATE CAPITAL?

Nor must the probable importance of
Caistor as the cenfre of the civil administra-
tion be overlooked. Whether it was op was

whivh a Roman town was su r—immd,
excavation alone can prove. I is likely,
however, as already suggested, that it was
in Roman times the 1 ital of the state
or canton of the tribe which has gene down
in history through the leadexship of Boadieea.
The character of such a IRomano-British
capital was revealed in the course of the
excavations at Silchester some [orty years

ago. 1t would s ats forum and basilica,
its temples ic baths, and possibly its
tavern and its church. At Silchester the

houses of the Roman officials were generally
found to have gardens ar yards attached—
unlike the closs clustering fashion in which
{such a city as Pompeii was laid out. Study
of the air photograph of Caistor is thought
io suggest that it was laid out similarly to
Silchester. :

Of the actual form that the Roman ad-
ministration took in Britain archasologists
would gl learn move. Possibly Caistor
may help
went), for instance, an imperfect monument
was nnearthed, said 1o bear the inscription:
Ex decreto ordinis respublica civitatis Silurum,
“by order of the Senate of the etate or
canton of the Silures.” Was Caistor, too,
once the eeat of a camfonal government!?

Mr, John Ward, F.5. A.. from whose ** The
Roman Era in Britain ™ this inscription and
translation are taken, has some interesting
remarks on the Britich oppidum before the
coming of the Romans. It was not a town
as we understand the ferm. * It was a forti-
fied tribal camp, but it probably contained a
small settled nlation, whosa huts tended
i{ cluster round the house of the ckief or

At Venta Silurum (Caer- |

How thriving a fown it was may be estimated |-

centre is borne out by what we know of the |}

not the actual tribal centre of the Iceni mpom [ ¢

|

ulus. The Romaus adopted the tribal
terribory as the unit of administration, and
wigh 16 the tribal copried. | duus Was ey
up a link with the past, and to this was due
in great measure the rapid acquiescence of the
natives in the rule of their more civilised
conquevors. How far the old machinery of
administration was modified is uncertain,
but undoubtedly it veceived a Roman form."

THIS YEAR'S WORK.

As Mr. Tan Hannah points ouf in hig
article elsewhere, the great advantage of
Caistor is that it has probably been um-
tonched since its ruin as the result of the
barbarian invasion when, mo doubf, it was
superseded by Norwich. It therefore pre-
sents, o to speak, virgin soil. The air
photograph, 1oo, will enable the excavatox
to make careful choice of his gronnd. This
year he will confine his exploration to Insula
IX. (Seo map on another page). It has
been suggested that the forum and basilica
are probably in Insula

There remain to be added a few facts con-
cerning the actual excavation and the appeal:
for funds. The work has hech made possible
by reason of the photograph taken by the
R.A.F. and by the consent and approval of
the landowner, the Rev. J. W. Corbould-
Warren ; of the tenant, Mr. H. J. Skinner;
and of the Office of Warks, which las
general supervision over scheduled monu-
ments. i directors of May & Gumey,
Lid., have kindly offered to loan tools and
tackle.

Mr. Donald Atkinson, M.A, (Oxon.), whao
has volunteered his sorvices as excavator,
is an acknowledged expert who lias eonducted
similur work elsewhere. In Norfolk a few
yvears ago he excavated a lavge Roman villa
at Gaytonthorpe, near King's Lynn. Readesr
in Ancient History at Manchester University,
he describes the ** Camp ™ as being one of
the most promising and favourable sites fon
excavation in Britain, and likely to throw
light on two periods about which Iittle has
hitherto been known, namely, the years im-
mediately before and after the Boman In«
vasion, and the epoch of the fivst awrival
of our Teutounic ancestors,

My, Atkinson also suggests in a note to
a paper which Mr, E. A. Kent has prepared
for a forthcoming number of ** Norfolk
Archwology ' that there is even a faint
possibility of uncovering the ancient home
of Boadicea (Boudieca). We hopa to make
frrther reference to Mr, Kent’s paper at a
futuve date.

The Excavation Commiltes appointed hy the
Norfolk and Norwich Archmological Society
consists of :—Chairman, Richard ¥. E. Ferrier,
F.8.A. (president N. & N. Archaological
Society): hon. treasurer, €. R. A. Hammond;
Cozens-Hardy, B.A.; mems«
D. Astley, Litt. D,
Bradfer-Lawrenoe,
H. 0. Clark, Miss
. Copeman, E. W,

on, eecretary, B.
bers, Rov. Canon H. J,
Prank H. Barclay, H. L.
F.8.A., Joln Cator, D.L.,
Ethel M. Colman, T. D
Cozens-Hardy, C.ALG., the Very Rev, D, I, 8,
Cranage, Litt. D., F8.A., Major B, H, Tvans
Lombe, i[a.jul'. 8. E. G‘-leuée:m{ilg, N8O, H.H,
Halls, Mys, Ivo Hood, F.R.Hist.S., Ernest A.
Kent, B.A.,, Rev. R. W. Maitland, M.A.. Ralph
I, Mottram, Capt. G. J. Scott, R. H, Teasdel,
8. J, Wearing, I'"R.I.B.A.; advisory members,
P. Bushe-Fox, F.8.A., R. G. Collingwood,
M.A., ¥.8.A, Ian C. Hannah, F.8.A., T. G,
Ty S T AT

o “R.8., Dr. T. Davies Pryes, ¥.5.A.
Proscott: W. Townsend, Indiana Univ,, U'.S.A.;
hon, excavator, Donald Atkinson, M.A,

AN IMPORTANT POINT.

1t musf ho pointed out that the excavation
will be on private property, and the eure
rounding land is unser cnltivation. Recog«
nising the public inbterest which will be
excited in the work, both the lJandowner anu
the tenant have coneented to public inspecs.
tion at specified times, Admission will in
any case be confined to the afternsen of
Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays, and only
then after due notification in our columns.
A small charge will be made for admission,
and any surplus will go to the Excavation
Fund.

As the work progresses a hulletin of finds
will be published, Tt is unlkely that anys
thing worthy of inspection will be yeached,
or ission granied to inspeck, until well
on to April.

THE APPEAL.

The committes appeal for assistance {o all
who are interested. They are confident that
the public will ensure that adequate funds
are forthcoming so that the committes may
go straight ahead with what may well prove
to be one of the most important excavations
undertaken in England. !

Subscriptions should be seut to Mr, C. L.
A. Hammond, Barelays Bank Lid., Bank
Plain, Norwich, and will be acknowledged in
our columns. The first list will appear in ths
course of a day or two.

{Air photograph, map, and article by My
Jan C. Hannah on Page 8.) l
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IMPORTANT DISCOVERY AT CAIS

TWENTY SKELETONS
IN BURNED HOUSE

MAY HAVE BEEN KILLED BY
SAXON INVADERS

1700-YEAR-OLD TRAGEDY

FRESH LIGHT ON END OF THE
ROMAN TOWN

AS important discovery which may throw fresh light on the end of the
Rowan town at Cuistor-next-Norwich has just been made by Professor
Dunalidl Atkinson in the work of excavation which had recently been resumed.

The remaine of probably 20 human bedies, gold and
silver coine”and pottery which have been unearthed in the
remaing of a burned house, establish that the Romans were
otill in ecoupation until the latter years of the fourth oen-
tury, if not the early part of the Afih,
In an interview to-day, Professor Atkinson said the finds suggest,

though they do not perhaps prove, that the inhabilants had come to a violent
end in the early years ‘of the fifth century,

Bodies of Young People ?

Professor Atkinson added *‘that the destruction was caused by Saxon
raiders is not improbable. It may be the bones are those of the last people
who lived in the house.”

Ho wont on to say that it appeared from the bomes
that some of the bedies were those of young people.

GOLD AND SILVER COINS

]N an interriew to-day Prof Atki
said: " When the material now
rurered has been thoroughly ined and
studied fresh light may be thrown on the
last years of the Roman sd
the obscure pariod which followed it before
the definite settlement of Norfolk by

Teutonic peoples.”

Recalling the peeviows work of ex.
caration. which is being undertaken by
tie Caistor Excavatioon Committes of the
Norfolk and Norwich Archmological Bociety,
Professor Atkineon said last year one block
of the Roman town was examined. In the

excavation. It is clear that the
built on the site of the kilns after
kilns had been abandoned."
_;‘AI» t:]d“ the east aguhi:ul ;;M
contal potte about i
ﬁchmﬁ‘:nmmah!ma riod
later than the beginni of the third
century. In other words this Roman house
was bailt about 1700 years ago.

i

spring of this year another block was
cxamined.

“ Now," said Professor Atkinson, *we
are uncorering & dwelling-house, part of
which was discovered in the spring. We
have discovered the loundstions of & long
building. running east and west, with &
corridor on esch iide of the main range of
rooms. At each end is a room extending
wuth of the line of the south corridor,
forming a wing in each case.”

POTTERY KILNS.

*The room on the south-east ends in a
wmicircular apes.  There is another apse
at the extrems esst of the building

THE HUMAN REMAINS.

‘" At the west end of the building, which
had been bummed, are small rooms with
semi-circular ends and the foor here yielded

terial of historical i Among the
burnt debris which lay on the floor were

remains of at least 20 human skulls
and many other I nts of skeletons.

There w nsidera uantity of
of the fourth century. and soms €0 or 70
to 410. th.y::;

coins of the period 4
found & gold coin of Honorius (3063-423)

& silver coin of Julian (360-363).

"' Thess finds im| that the houss was
occupied until the 5.‘., the fourth centary
and lﬂ;{nl. Perhaps
wm.illwmﬁhnllmmhl
violent end in the early years of the fifth

by Sazon raiders is mot impossible. It
may be that the bones are those last
e who lived in the house.

Tt appears from the bones that some of
the bodies wers thosa of young people, but
the bones are too much broken up to emable
the rex or the age to be determined
accuracy,

HISTORIOAL INTEREST.

“ These recent finds are highly interesting
“lhl’kl]l]," 1 1 :; 1. Atk 0
“The excavations last did not provide
sny definite evidence that Caistor continued
to be occupied by the Romans tnﬁglinu.l;?
Y s

by il the wery last
yoam of the lourth, il not the early part ol
the filth, century.”

Professor Atkinson then said that the new
material, when clossly stadied, may throw
new light on the obacure peried followi
the latter years of the Roman oocupation

VIOLENT DESTRUCTION.

Asked to summanse the historical signifi-
cance of the discoveries, Professor Atkinson
;=" The historical interest so [ar s the
suggestion ol the violent destruction of this
honse, though not necessarily the whole
town, st a peried that can be dated to the

of the filth century,”
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-EASTEBN. DATLY PRESS, THUBSDAY. QcmnEB 3. 1935

FHE- SEASON‘S'- '1“’01{]{ “_'P CAISTGRC&MP

THE 'NORTH WEST CORNER.OF HALL, SHOWING
‘ORIGINAL TESSELLATED FLOOR J\ND' (IN _FUR_E-
GROUND) THE LATER FLOOR. ABOVE. -

5 . ortoe .
BUTTRESS AND EAST WALL OF MOSAIC-PAVED HALL,

THE SEASON’S WORK
AT CAISTOR

Public Bath That Was Used
250 Years !

An Important Diéc_q@iery

(By PROFESSOR D. -ATE_Z;LN_SON. F.5.A)

The excavalions on the Roman sile at
Caistor St. Edmund’s were this year neces-
sarily limited to a short pcrio(_l In view
of this an attempt was made to find on
the air photograph of the site taken in 1928
a huﬂd.tag of moderate size which could be
mmlned. in the-time. uvuililble. Such a
building seemed to .be indicated mear the
wall of the town south of the'maln street,
and this was accordingly examined.

It turned out, however, that in reality
only g small part of the building is visible
an.the photagraph, and the part examined”
—though only partlally—represents less
than hall of (he whole structure. © The
absence of wvisible {ndications over much
of the area’occupied by the bullding is due
to its ‘vnusual depth below the surface; thus
the remains are bettér preserved and (if it

|is possible to complete the ‘exéavation)

‘thould afford more valuable historical in-
formation than any so far examined on the
site. |
FEATURE OF ROMAN TOWNS
It s already clear that we are concerned
with the public baths which were a regular

féature of Homan towns alike in Italy and

in the provinces. The building fronted on

‘| the most westerly of the cross stroels of the

town, separated {rom it by an open space
paved with cement An entrance, 12t
wide, gave access to an ‘open court sur-
rounded on all sides by roofed corridors,
across which ran apathway of cement lead-
Ing- by _an opening of tha ‘same. width into
& large’ hall ‘some B0'{L. 1ong by 30 {t. wide.
A smaller entrance led from. the south
corridor into the same hall. ‘Beyond this
(o the west wans a room of which only a
little of the east edge could be examined;
enough, however, to’show -that this had
been heated In the usual Roman manner by
supporting the floor on’ close-set pillars of
tiles, and thus providing o chamber heated
by means of a furnace outside- the room.
On the soulh side of Lhese two large halis
a small part of a circular room has been
uncovered.

To:complete: the regular plan of such an
establishment another heated’ room to the
west of that already discovered 15 required,
and beyond that the main heating furmnaces.
Subsldiary rooms lie lo north and south of
the east part of the bullding, but &t present
their size and use are unknown.

ERECTED IN SECOND CENTURY.

Thé bullding was probably erected early
in the second century a.n., and during the
next' two hundred -and Afly years it under-
went considérable vicissitudes  and modifi-
cations. Originally the large hall had a
mosaic pavement—of which, so far, very
little but the plain border has been
examined. In time this became sor much
worn that the whole was covered by a
layer of morta: laid Immediately on ft.
Later, afler a fire another cement floor
was, laid over the debris, and later still a
third. The southem part of the wall
dividing the mosaic-paved hall from Lhe
heated room had during ocne of these
periods of change to be reinforced by a
oew wall built against it In the. latest
period of all the entrances to the mosaic
hall were both walled up and other conse-
quent changes mare

These examples are sufficient to show the
interesting nature and massive character
of the bullding and the great additien o
our knowledge of Raman Calstor ‘which
would follow the completion of the excava-
tion of the building and-the elucidation of
the-various problems eonnected with it
































































































Excavations open to the public at Caistor St Edmund Roman town, near

Norwich, this weekend

David BaleTuesday, August 9, 2011
12.07 PM

Excavations at the Roman town of Venta Icenorum, Caistor St Edmund, near Norwich, will be open to the public this
weekend.

They will be led by Dr Will Bowden, Associate Professor of Roman Archaeology at the University of Nottingham,
and follow the successful 2010 season, which was filmed for a BBC Time Team special.

Starting this Saturday , Dr Bowden and his team will be excavating parts of the Roman forum that was first discovered
during the 1929-35 excavations.

They hope to find out when the forum was built and what happened to it in the later Roman period.

The 1930s excavators thought that it was destroyed by fire and lay in ruins for around 100 years before being rebuilt.
The new excavations will look for further evidence of this blaze.

The team will also be digging in the north-west of the town, looking for signs of what happened at Caistor after the
Roman period and trying to find out whether the walled town was occupied during the AngloSaxon period, before it
was eventually overshadowed by the rise of Norwich.

South Norfolk Councillor Laura Webster, who sits on the influential Caistor Roman Town Joint Advisory Board said:
“We are looking forward to this new and exciting excavation at Caistor. It will unveil more about our fascinating local
history and importantly give families the chance to learn about our region’s extraordinary past.

“There are family events being organised for this summer as well as free tours, and | urge everyone who has a chance
to go along.

“We remain committed to protecting and exploring this ancient site, one of the most significant in Britain, and
ensuring the wider community benefits from the amazing work going on there.”

The site is now a Scheduled Ancient Monument owned by the Norfolk Archaeological Trust and managed in
partnership with South Norfolk Council.

In addition the project will be running two family activity days on August 21 and 28, in association with BBC Hands
on History — Dig! (bbc.co.uk/history/handsonhistory).

Funding for the new project has been raised partly through the University of Nottingham and partly through Caistor
Roman Project Ltd, a charitable company set up to help the work.

The excavations are open to the public seven days a week from August 13 until September 3.
For other information on the season and the project see www.caistorromanproject.com.

You can follow the excavation blog at http://caistordig2011.wordpress.com/ or keep updated on Twitter by following
@willbowdenl or #Caistor).

Have you organised an event celebrating Norwich’s history? Call reporter David Bale on 01603 772427 or email
david.bale2@archant.co.uk.

Copyright © 2015 Archant Regional Ltd. All rights reserved.



























	Caistor St Edmund Title Page portrait July 2015
	Caistor St Edmund - A Collection of Newspaper Cuttings - Title Page
	1928 The rediscovery of Roman Britain - lessons of Caistor, the Iceni and Boadicea. East Anglian's virgin soil
	1929 Caistor next Norwich - Scale Drawing
	1929-03-04 Caistor camp to be excavated - streets and buildings of Roman town that air photograph revealed - an appeal for funds
	1929-03-04 What may be found at Caistor v2 with airial photo
	1929-05-20 Caistor excavations - a promising beginning
	1929-06-10 Excavations at Caistor camp
	1929-07-05 Caistor excavations - Mr Atkinson on recent finds - visit of Norfolk archeologists
	1930-01-20 Caistor excavations
	1930-02-22 Roman remains at Caistor - result of last years excavation - Professor Atkinson expalins - further work in prospect
	1930-09 Interesting finds at Caistor - remains of 20 skeletons  - suggest 1700 year old tragedy
	1930-09-09 Important discovery at Caistor - 20 skeletons in burned house - 1700 year old tragedy - fresh light on end of the Roman town
	1931-04-09 Caistor excavations - foundations suggest a Roman forum
	1935-01-12 Seventy five year lease made to Caistor St Edmund Parish Council of land at Old Church Close for a village hall
	1935-10-03 The season's work at Caistor camp - public bath that was used 250 years ago - an important discovery
	1948-03-12 Move to save site of ancient settlers near city
	1949-02-24 Caistor Hall Country Club opening dance
	1954-07-1954 Caistor St Edmund
	1957-01-07 Roman temple found Norwich pupils helped in Caistor excavations
	1957-11-27 Caistor discoveries help to build Roman picture
	1963-08-09 Venta Icenorum
	1966-01-13 Caistor houses would be the thin edge of the wedge
	1969 Two church bells stolen
	1973-02-01 Department of the Environment
	1973-02-06 Threat to Roman Site Calm + Caistor was 'found' from the air
	1976-05-22 £1844 still needed for tower work
	1976-11-05 Report on the completion of work to restore the Church tower
	1983-03-09 Roman ruins site ploughed - claim
	1984-08-16 Venta Icenorum Archaeologists
	1989-10-26 Cross is used for break-in at church
	1990-07-09 Caistor - major town of Romans
	1991-09-27 Roman temple site raided
	1993-06-11 Gates to old Roman city open at last
	1994-01-07 Roman site raided by detector thieves
	1994-06-28 Water stops after oil spill scare hits village
	1994-07-05 Village sign unveiled at Caistor St Edmund
	1995-06-10 Ghost under the earth
	1995-09-16 Roman armies on march for history fair
	2006-12-06 EEN Official recognition for site of Roman town
	2009-08-19 We've always done different in Norfolk
	2009-08-26 Archaeologists dig deep for 'chance of a lifetime'
	2009-09-15 Experts are left baffled by mystery Caistor man
	2010-08-20 Did Boudica live here
	2010-08-28 Dig uncovers items from town's history
	2010-08-28 Digging deep to uncover our past
	2011-04-30 Hunt for Boudica to hit TV screens
	2011-08-09 Excavations open to the public at Caistor St Edmund Roman town, near Norwich, this weekend
	2012-08-03 Hunt is on for more of site's lost treasures
	2012-08-14 Digging deep into life in a Roman town
	2012-08-18 Skeleton found at Roman town
	2012-08-20 Back in time to the days of the Romans
	2012-09-17 Archaeologists uncover Anglo-Saxon settlement
	2014-08-25 Long ago there were Romans at the bottom of our gardens
	2015-04-17 Volunteers uncover secrets of Norfolk's Roman past - page36
	2015-04-17 Volunteers uncover secrets of Norfolk's Roman past - page37




